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ALMOST LIKE, SFRIXG. HIT HIM OX THE HEAD.

CHARGES AGAIHST SAMTA FE REVOLUTION

IS RAMPANT.

GARVEUEPLIES.
Comes to Defense ofHis Railroad

Bill.

ARMYJHHIOVE.
Kuropatkin Is Busy Shifting

Positions of His Troops.
son, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad com-

pany with being in a conspiracy to con-
trol the transportation and purchase of
oil in Kansas. This complaint is signed
by Wm. E. Connelley and R. C; Raw-ling- s,

member of the advisory commit-
tee of the Kansas Oil Producers' asso-
ciation, and was filed by Representative
Campbell of the Third Kansas district.
In all, six- allegations of violations of
the interstate commerce act and con-
spiracy are made in the complaint.

Will Go to Kansas.
Chairman Hemenway of the house

For This Wm. E. Friend Charges J. J.
MiUer With Deadly Assault.

William E. Friend this morning swore
out a warrant in the city court of To-

peka against J. J. Miller, charging him
with assault with intent to kill.

Friend says that he went to Miller's
place at 115 East Sixth street on Satur-
day night, and that Miller quarreled
with him, and then struck him over the
head with a quart bottle full of whisky
and a wash pitcher.

Friend exhibited a broken nose and a
badly cut scalp as the injuries which
he received at Miller's hands. He says
that Miller backed him Into a cornre
and then beat him up.

RAILROADS WIN.

Fear of Certain Interests Produces
Commercial CInb's Neutrality.

The railroad interests won in their
fight to keep the Topeka Commercial
club neutral in regard to railroad leg-
islation now pending before the sen-

ate, which gives the board of railroad
commissioners the right to make
rates and to correct extortions or dis
criminations that may exist in freight
rate schedules in Kansas.

The two bills over which the discus-
sion is now prevailing are:

First, the "Garver" bill, which per-
mits the commissioners to. adjust rates
of their own motion. This bill is the
one so vigorously pushed by shippers
and which passed the bouse by unani-
mous vote.

Second, the Smith bill, which re-

quires that complaint must first be
made, before commissioners can act.
This bill is the one desired by the
railroad interests and is no better than
the present law.

The fight took the turn, where it
was charged this morning, that the
railroads were intimidating local
shippers that their jobbers' rates would
be withdrawn, unless the fight was
stopped.

Secretary T. J. Anderson of the club
had a stream of callers at his office
all morning, and the majority came to

?8 about the meeting tonight.About 11 o'clock he said that he
realized that, nothing short of a dis-
rupted club would result if he let mat-'e- rs

continue, so he called together the
board of directors of the organzationto meet and act "in the interests of
harmony.".The board went into executive ses-
sion at 11:30 o'clock this morning.and it was quarter of 1 before they
adjourned. None of the members
would talk much about the discussion.
but it is said that it was brisk and
warm.

Secretary Anderson aid that a de-
cision was reached to withdraw both
of the present resolutions, one of
which declares for an affirmative, and
the other for a neutral attitude con
cerning the Garver bill, and for the
club to absolutely wash its hands of
the whole matter and stay; entirelyout of the fight.

The special meeting set for tonightat tne ciuo rooms for 8 o clock will be
held. The board of directors will
gather a half hour sooner and formal-
ly draft a resolution to clear up the
wnoie matter, in short, thev will thor
oughly soak a big sponge with water,clean off the slate and hide the pencil,so far as railroad legislation is con
cerned.

Tonight's meeting will be formal. A
lot of feeling has sprung up in the
present agitation, and it is pretty well
understood that the majority of the
members of the club will only be too
ready to table the entire matter. The
lead of the directors will be followed
without much Question.

Secretary Anderson was delegated to
talk to the reporters of the decision of
tne board meeting this morning.

"Why was such action taken?" was
asked.

"Harmony," sounded the major from
the biggest diapason in his vocal ar-
rangement. "Harmony." he reiterated."It has taken years to build up this
Commercial club. Over there, the Aud-
itorium, the big pipe organ, the Mid-
winter fair, stand as 'monuments to the
achievements of our organization. We
have many members, more than we
ever had before. Every day more are
joining. We have gotten to the placenow wnere we can do good and much
of it. We must not break up our or-

ganization. The club has taken sides
in regard to this matter. A great many
aeclare tnat they do not want to see
us mix up in politics. A general feel-
ing is pervading both sides, that the
wise thing, 'the best thing to do,' is to
withdraw both of the resolutions which
have been presented, and to put the
club in just the same position regard-
ing the matter, which it was before it
was ever brought up, and then to re-

main that way.
"It was then decided," continued the

major, "to have the board of directors
meet formally tonight at 7:30 o'clock,
and draw up a resolution, expunging
all previous actions of any kind, and
present this as a recommendation to
the special club meeting which is call-
ed for 8 o'clock. There will be no fight.
The gathering will last only a little
while and will be formal. The club
will stay out of this fight, and nothing
more is to be said about it "

This ends practically about four days
of the worsushaking-u- p which the Topeka
Commercial club has ever had. A week
ago last Friday night, at the regular
meeting, an innocent looking resolution,
which provoked not a word of discus-
sion, was passed, urging the legislative
representatives of Shawnee county to
work and vote for the passage of the
Garver railroad bill, which empowers
the board of railroad commissioners to
correct any freight rate discriminations
or extortions.

A special meeting for last Thursday
night was called at noon of that day
"to consider railroad matters." Nobody
seemed to know just what it was all
about. That night 26 members of the
club gathered and rescinded the action
of the Friday night before, leaving the
club neutral in regard to railroad legis-
lation.

Many of the members who were not
at the special meeting at once declared
the gathering "packed." and set about
to have another special meeting called
for tonight to again turn over the orig-
inal resolution, "face up."

Then the railroads got busy. It is
said that they threatened to withdraw
what are known as Jobbers' rates from
some of the Topeka shippers unless
they got out of the fight. Railroad rep-
resentatives canvassed this town thor-
oughly and1 stirred up a big fight in the
Commercial club. The difference be-

came so marked today that the board of
directors met to see what was best to
be done and proceeded on the "har-
mony" theory, to wipe out the whole...matter.

People Are Ixxl to Think Winter Is
Over. .

The thermometer climbed higher to-

day than it has for ten days past. At
7 o'clock this morning it stood at the
unprecedented figure of 30 above. The
maximum registered for yesterdaywas 34 above, but this record was sur-
passed at 12 o'clock today, and the
thermometer will reach 4 0 above be-
fore starting on a decline.

Following are the hourly tempera-
ture readings recorded by the govern
ment thermometer:

7 o'clock 30 11 o'clock 34
8 o'clock 30 12 o'clock 35
9 o'clock 31 1 o'clock 36

10 o'clock. .... 33 2 o'clock 38
The wind at 2 o'clock was from the

south, blowing at a rate of 13 miles
per hour. The minimum registered
today was 29.

wreckWerie.
One Girl Killed and a Persons

Injured.

Five Cars Rolled Down an Em-

bankment.

Paterson, N. J., Feb. 20. An east-bou- nd

way train on the Erie railroad
jumped the track three miles east of
here today. One girl was killed and
many persons were injured.

Five cars were ditched and some of
them are said to have rolled down an
embankment. The train was known as
the Middletown flyer and was coming
from Middletown to Jersey City. The
accident happened between Fairlawn
and Warren Point on the Bergen county
branch.

An official statement from the officers
of the Erie railroad in this city said
that the train wrecked was a. commut-
er's train that ran as local from Middle-tow- n

to Sufferin and as express from
Sufferin to Jersey City. Near Fair
Lawn all five of the cars jumped the
track, but the locomotive remained on
the rails. It is supposed that the wreck
was caused by the breaking of a flange
on one of the car wheels.

Official reports to the Erie offices say
one girl was killed and 27 persons in-

jured. The train carried 150 passengers,
most of them commuters bound to New
York for the day's business. Physicians
were rushed to the scene of the wreck.
Three relief trains were dispatched to
the scene of the accident with all possi-
ble haste.

It was announced at the offices of the
Erie Railroad company at 11 o'clock
that the injured in the wreck number-
ed 44 and that they were being brought
to Jersey City on a relief train.

The first of the injured to reach
Paterson was a man named Mont-
gomery of Sufferin. He was only
slightly hurt. He said:

"We were running at a high rate of
speed when the accident happened.
The whole train except the engine top
pled down an embankment. The first
car turned completely over and lay
bottom up at the bottom of the ditch,
while the three other cars turned over
on their sides. The train was well
loaded and a large number of persons
were injured and one girl was killed.
The work of rescuing the injured was
begun quickly by those who escaped
unharmed and persons living in the
vicinity."

The dead girl was Miss Grace Mat-
thews of Middletown, N. T. An un-
identified woman is suffering from a
fractured skull and will die.

The wounds of the injured consisted
chiefly of cuts and bruises. With a
few exceptions all the victims are resi-
dents of towns along the Erie road,
but Middletown and Sufferin.

CALL ON ROOSEVELT.

Cotton Growers Ask Him to Help Ex-
tend Their Market.

Washington, Feb. 20. President Roose-
velt 'today received a committee appointed
by the recent southern interstate cotton
convention at New Orleans to urge the
creation of a commission to extend the
foreign markets for cotton products. The
delegation consisted of about a dozen
members, headed by former Senator

of South Carolina. The commit-
tee urged immediate steps looking to con-
gressional action for this purpose in be-
half of the cotton interests. The presi-
dent discussed the question with the dele-
gation and stated that he would take it
up with the men who represent the cotton
belt in 'congress. He assured the commit-
tee that he would do all he could to facil-
itate the movement.

The committee later conferred with Sec-

retary of Agriculture Wilson.

EXPULSION URGED.

Four State Senators of California
3Iay Dose Their Seats.

Sacramento, Cal., Feb. 20. The spec-
ial committee appointed to investigate
bribery against Senators Emmons,
Bunkers, Wright and French, recom-
mends that they be expelled from the
senate.

The expelled senators were accused
of demanding and accepting a bribe for
protecting certain building and loan as-
sociations from investigation by the
legislative committee on retrenchment
and reform, of which they were mem-
bers. A trap was set for them and
marked bills were given to a en

who was seen to pass the money
to them. Each senator received $350.

They have been indicted by the Sacra-
mento grand jury.

Twelve Hurt by Explosion.
St. Claireville, O..Feb. 20. -- Twelve work-

men were badly injured today by the ex-

plosion of a stationary boiler at mine No.
1 of the Providence Coal company near
here. Two of the injured have since died
and four others are believed to have been
fatally hurt. At the time of the explosion
there were 200 miners in the immediate
vicinity of the boiler house.

Bob Plgg Can't Be Found.
The officers are still unable to locate

Bob Pigg, proprietor of the Owl restau-
rant, who was indicted by the grand jury
last week on the charge of violating the
prohibitory liquor law He is thought to
have "skipped out." The other three were
arrested Their trials-wil- l come up in the
April term of the district court.

Weather Indications.
Chicago Feb. 20 Forecast for Kans-

as- Generally fair tonight and Tues-

day; warmer Tuesday and in west por-
tion tonight; fresh southerly winds.

Formal Arraignment in Con-

nection With Standard Oil.

Six Violations of Interstate
Commerce Alleged.

CONSPIRACY ONE POINT

Deal "With Standard to Ruin
Small Shippers.

How Kate on Crude Oil Was
liaised.

HE SEES PRESIDENT.

Congressman Campbell Has Con-

ference With Roosevelt.

Gives nim Information About
Actions of Oil Trust.

GARFIELD TO COME.

Will Take Up Kansas Situation
Himself.

Effort Will Be Made to Get Early
Report.

Other States Fall in Line in the
Standard Fight.

Kansas may make an independent
Investigation of the Standard Oil com-

pany's operations In thi state. The
legislature may also make demands of
congress regarding Indian territory
oil leases.

Senator K. Dumont Smith has pre-
pared a resolution providing for the
appointment by the governor of a
committee to investigate the charges
filed with the commissioner of corpo-
rations at 'Washington by the repre-
sentatives of the Kansas Oil Pro-
ducers association.

The leader to the legislature have
planned also, it is said, to demand of
the Kansas delegation in congress
that the Foster lease on the Osage
reservation in Indian territory be an-

nulled on the ground that it is the in-

tention of the Standard to discriminate
against the Kansas field by securing
all the oil it needs from this territory.

Madison, Mis., Feb. 50. Following
the example of the Kansas legislature
the Wisconsin legislature will soon
take np the subject of the Standard
Oil company. Two measures will be
presented, one a Joint resolution for
an investigation of the methods of
that corporation in Wisconsin and
the other bill remodeled as a substi-
tute for the measure Senator McGllli-vra- y

has introduced, which will be
stringent anti-tru- st legislation.

Guthrie, Okla.. Feb. 20. A bill pro-
viding for a territorial oil refinery has
been prepared by liepresentative Mc-Bri- de

and will be presented in the
house. The measure will also, it is
said, compel any corporation operat-
ing in the territory to sell its product
at an equal price throughout the ter-
ritory. Governor Ferguson is said to
favor a measure similar to that re-

cently passed by the Kansas legis-
lature.

Washington, Feb. 20. Representa-
tive Campbell, of Kansas, the author
of the resolution providing for an in-

quiry into the operations of the oil in-
terests of the country, had an extend-
ed conference with President Roose-
velt today regarding the investigation.
Mr. Campbell presented to the presi-
dent considerable information bearing
upon the matter which he has re-
ceived since the adoption of his reso-
lution. He informed the president he
had received from the speaker of the
house of the Texas legislature a tele-gra- i.

urging him to request the presi-
dent and the department of com-
merce and labor to extend the pro-
posed inquiry to the methods of the
Standard in the Beaumont field of
Texas. He also told the president he
had received hundreds of telegramsand letters daily from all sections re-
garding the Investigation.The Standard Oil companv, Mr.
Campbell informed the president, al-
ready was preparing its defense andwould resist to the utmost the govern-ment's investigation. The resumptionby the company of the purchase ofKansas oil, he said, undoubtedly was
decided upon in view of the actiontaken by the house of representativesin requesting an investigation. Itwould not surprise him either, he said,if the price of the crude oil should
be advanced gradually on account of
the present agitation. Mr. Campbellassured the president that neither henor the people of Kansas desired that
any injustice should be done on eitherside of the question.

The president will have a conferencesoon with James A. Garfield, commis-
sioner of corporations, who will directthe inquiry. At that conference a gen-eral plan of procedure in the matter
will be mapped out. The president also
has directed that it may be made as
rigid and thorough and as prompt as
possible.

Washington, Feb. 20. Formal com-
plaint has been filed with the commis-
sioner of corporations charging the
Standard Oil company and the Atchi- -

It Sways Meeting of Unirersity
Professors and Students.

St. Petersburg Institution Will
Close Until Fall.

FIERY SPEECHES MADE.

Course of the GoTernment Is De-

nounced Unsparingly.

Demand Made for the Ending of
the War.

Red Flag Unfurled and the Mar-

seillaise Sung.

St. Petersburg, Feb. 20. 3:40 p. m.
The spirit of revolution had .com-

plete possession of the great meeting
of professors, students and directors of
the St. Petersburg university which
assembled today to discuss the
question of joining in the general
strike inagurated by similar institu- -
tions in Russia and decided to close
the university till fall. In anticipation
of possible trouble when the meeting
broke up squadrons of Cossacks again
paraded the streets, especially the
Nevsky prospect and the neighborhood
of the Kazan cathedral, which is al-

ways a point for student demonstra-
tions.

It was the first joint meeting of
students and professors ever authori-
zed, but in view of the gravity of the
situation it was hoped the presence of
the professors, most of whom are in
complete sympathy with the liberal
movement, would exercise a restrain-
ing influence. The meeting was held
in the auditorium of the university, a
sprawling pile of yellow buildings on
Bazil island, Neva hall being com-
paratively small and incapable of
holding one-fif- th of the 4;000 studentsassembled. The auditorium was pack- -,

ed to suffocation with earnest lookingyoung men and women and the door-
ways and window embrazures were
banked with students who held otherson their shoulders.

It was a strange gathering. Most ofthe students were poorly clad and allwere in a state of intense excitement,their very eyes burning with zeal. A
small rostrum in a corner was occupied
by the speakers. A bell with which thestudent who presided tried to stop thethunders of applause with which theocatora were greeted was completely
unavailing. Fromtheoutset student ora-
tors set the imagination of their audi-
tors aflame with the Spirit of liberty,
unsparingly denouncing the course of
the government, declaring that promisescould no longer avail Rnd that the onlysatisfaction would be freedom of speech,conscience and the press and the convo-
cation of a national assembly. The ma-
jority coupled this with a demand for
ending the war. Almost every orator
went back to the French revolution for
parallels. Again and again was Russia
declared to be on the eve of revolution. ,

With burning words one of the stu-
dents described the affair of January 22,
which he said had at last solidified the
Interests of the liberals and those of
the worklngman. Amid a storm of
cheers he announced that a continua-
tion of study was impossible while such
a struggle was in progress, said it was
the duty of the young men there assem-
bled and others like them to return to
their homes in the provinces and spread
the agitation. fSome of the professors tried to stem
the tide with moderate counsels advis-
ing the students to go back to their stu-
dies but their advice was howled down.

When Prof. Spranzl, one of the
speakers, revealed the fact that Gov-
ernor General Trepoff had threatened
not to permit any student who left hts
studies to er any of the big uni-
versities, the statement was received
with a veritable howl of rage. But the
speeches in the auditorium were mild
and temperate compared with those
delivered at the overflow meetings in
the class rooms, where eren the mur-
der of Grand Duke Sergius was glori-
fied. An attempt of a few reactionary
students to hold an opposition meet-
ing ended in a dismal failure. Less
than fifty students responded to the
call and the meeting was abandoned.
The few foreign newspaper corre-
spondents who were admitted to the
university were amazed at the incen-
diary character of the meeting and the
absolute freedom with which the stu
dents, knowing that the auditorium was
filled with government spies, boldly
made themselves liable to the charge
of treason. . In the mind's eye one
could almost pick out the Mirabeaus
and Desmoulins and possibly Dantons
and Robespierres of the future.

It seemed strange with the soldiers
outside ready to crush anything in the
nature of a street demonstration, that
such a meeting was allowed. It is nec-

essary to explain, however, that under
the law once a meeting is authorized
the police can not stop it unless the
university directors call them in. The
speeches grew more and more excited.
An address from Italian students was
read denouncing the tragedy of January
22, and the general tyranny of the
bureaucracy and expressing sympathy
with the Russians' aspirations for lib-

erty.
When shortly after 3 o'clock a recess

was taken the whole student body be-

gan singing the Russian Marseillaise,
"You fell victims of love of your coun-

try."
A wild scene followed. The students

unfurled a red flag on which was writ-
ten: "Hail to the constituent assem-
bly."

With this flag the students began pa-

rading the auditorium , and adjoining
corridors.

A portrait of Emperor Nicholas was
also taken down from the wall and car-
ried in the procession. The portrait was
torn in a slight skirmish but this called
forth a protest from. the vast majority
of those present who were careful to
avoid even the appearance of disrespect
to the emperor. Many proclamations
were distributed.

When the meeting reconvened It was
decided to divide on the question of
joining in the general strike and vote
first on the resolutions explaining the
motives of the action of the students
and afterwards vote on the question of ,

the Btrlka--

A Steady Bombardment of Jap-
anese Is Kept Upl

AMMUNITION WASTED.

Oyama's Men Pay Little Atten-
tion to Enemy's Fire.

Third Russian Pacific Squadron
Is Heard From.

Tokio, Feb. 20. The headquarters of
the Japanese field, report that the Rus-
sians yesterday moved a division from
the Russian front center to the front
of the left and advanced 'from Tal
mountain. Several columns moved 15
miles westward, halting at Hangchi-ataitz- u

which is two miles northwest
of Wanchiayuantzit The Russians con-
tinued' to shell portions of the Japanese
lines Saturday and the Japanese fre-

quently failed to respond to the bom-
bardment which often was entirely in-

effective and is described as being
largely a waste of ammunition.

Third Squadron Moving.
Copenhagen, Feb. 20. The third Rus-

sian Pacific squadron passed the south--er- n

end of Langeland island this morn-
ing.

The squadron which consisted of four
ironclads and four transports proceed-
ed northward and passed the northern
point of Langeland escorted by a Dan-
ish torpedo boat and a German Iron-
clad. The latter after traversing the
Langeland belt returned southward.

Russians Building Railroads.
Tokio, Feb. 20. It is reported that

the Russians have constructed two
light railroads, one connecting Fushun
and Anting and another extendingfrom Fushun to the upper Shakhe. This
railway building in connection with
other activities and the heavy concen-
tration of the troops indicates a planto turn General Kuroki's right.General Kuropatkin is continuing his
operations of increasing his entire de-
fenses and gives indication of a reso-
lute intention of retaining his position
when the expected great battle occurs.
The Tokio newspapers print the state-
ment that 126 Japanese who were cap-
tured at Heikoutai were grouped to-

gether and paraded through the streets
of Mukden. This information comes
from Chinese sources and it is impos-
sible obtain verification here. It is said
that there will be an official inquiry
into the matter and that the Japanese
government will make a protest if the
report is found to be true.

The capture is announced by the
navy department of the British steam-
er Powderham, bound for Vladivostok
with a cargo of Cardiff coal. Where
the capture is made is not stated. The
Powderham is a steel screw steamer.
She was built in Middleborough in
1892, and is owned by the Powderham
Steamship company of Plymouth, Eng-
land.

FOR THRASHING $1,000.
That Is What Charles Reed Asks of

Druggist Fred Walker.

A damage suit for $1,000 was filed
in the Shawnee county court on Sat-
urday night by ; Charles C. Reed
against Fred T. Walker.

This action comes as a sequel to a
personal encounter which the litigants
had In Walker's flrug store a week
ago. The two had a fight over an ac-

count, and Reed is said to have threat-
ened Walker. When Reed came into
the store a week ago Saturday even-
ing, Walker struck him and put him
out of the front door.

For this Reed
claims damages of $1,000. He says in
his petition that Walker hit him on
the mouth three times, lacerated his
lips, causing him great great physical
injury and suffering, and making him
unfit for duty at his work for several
days. He says further that he was
greatly mortified and brought to
shame among his associates, school-
mates and the public at large.

CATCHES THE BIG ONES.

Chief Stahl Arrests Men Charged With
Being Wholesale Liquor Agents.

Chief Stahl got busy on Saturday
night and arrested Vincent Kaczynski
and Dick Hodgins on the charge of
keeping and maintaining nuisances.
He says that they are the agents of
the Schlitz Brewing company in this
city.

"They look like all the rest to me,"
said the chief after the arrests were
made. Both were brought to the sta-
tion but immediately released on
bond.

After getting the "big fish," Chief
Stahl added five more to the list head-
ed "keeping and maintaining." They
are Geo. Klauer,. Pete Plamondon,
Will McLaughlin. R. Van Tuyl and G.
Oswalt. All were released on bond.
Nothing was seized.

No Material Change.
Jefferson City. Mo., Feb. 20. With sev-

enty legislators either absent of not vot-
ing the twenty-sevent- h ballot for senator
failed to materially change the deadlock.
The vote follows: Cockrell, 49; Niedring-hau- s.

41: Kerens, 12; McKinley, 4; Hooten,
1; Petti john, 1.

Wanted A Candidate.
The Democratic party is still in the

woods for want of a mayor to head the
local party ticket. A committee went the
rounds today in an effort to draft a man.
The convention will meet this evening at
the Democratic Flambeau club rooms to
nominate the party ticket.

Temperatures in Large Cities.
Chicago, Feb. 20. 7 a. m. tempera-

tures: New Tork 30; Boston 26; Phila-
delphia and Washington 28; Chicago 30;
Minneapolis 26; Cincinnati 36; St. Louis
32.

Death, of Dr. G. D. Boon.
Chetopa, Kan., Feb. 20. Dr. G. D. Boon,

an early settler, died today. He was a
delegate to several national conventions.

Corrects Statements Concerning
the Measure.

SMITH'S SOLICITUDE.

It Is for the Railroads and Not
the People.

How the Senate Bill Was Adapt-
ed to This End.

Judge T. F. Garver, author of the
railroad bill passed by the house by
a vote of 112 to 0 last week and which
comes before the senate for passage
Wednesday, replies to Senator F. Du-
mont Smith's interview attacking the
measure. Judge Garver says:

"Senator Smith's explanation of his
attempted destruction of the vital parts
of the house railroad bill sounds much
like a mere echo of the objections put
forth by railroad attorneys who do
no posing as the special friends of
shippers, whether great or small.

Keep the Promises.
"To their arguments he adds mis-

statements as to the laws of other
states and unfounded imputations of
the motives of those who are insistingthat ante-electi- promises be kept by
the enactment of a law that means
real relief and is not a mere cunning-
ly devised scheme to deceive the peo-
ple while continuing the conditions of
which so much complaint- - has been
made.

"The ed senate hill is simply
the house bill with practically every-
thing eliminated that gives any addi-
tional powers to the railroad commis-
sioners. If not as expedient, it would
be at least more honest for the oppo-
nents of the house bill to admit that
they are more careful not to interfere
with railroad management than theyare to afford relief of those who bear
the burden of such management.

That Section Four.
"Mr. Smith says: 'The senate sub-

committee took the Garver bill and
struck from it section 4 which gives
the board the power to alter, revise,
change, or abolish any rates, tariff or
schedule without complaint, and in the
place of it provided that all rates,
tariffs and schedules might be changed
upon complaint.' That statement is
made either in ignorance of the pro
visions of the house bill, or it is made
to deceive. It is not true that the
senate ee put in the place
of section 4 a provision for the alter-
ing and changing of rates, etc., on
complaint. The provision for hearingson complaint was in section 10 of the
house bill which was partially adoptedas section 11 in senate bill. Instead
of adding anything, in the interest of
any shipper, the senate committee, in
the interest of the railroads alone.
struck out of section 10 the provision
allowing the commissioners to go be-
yond the matters, expressly set forth
in the complaint, and correct other
rates 'and charges which they found
to be unreasonable or discriminative,
giving the railroad company an oppor-
tunity to be heard before any order is
made.

To Correct Abuses.
"Every shipper, great or small,

knows that a law for tjie regulation of
railroads is of little value to him, if
there is no power outside the railroads
themselves, to correct abuses, except
upon the formal complaints of individ-
uals. There must, of course, be oppor-
tunity for complaint, and the commis-
sioners must be authorized and requir-ed to act thereon; for it may often
happen that the matter complained of
enters into only a particular shipmentin which the public is not concerned. In
such case, no one would expect a com-
mission to act on its own motion.
But when an unjust or discriminatoryrate affects a whole community or
state, all shippers being interested,
what objection is there, except that the
railroads should not be disturbed n
practicing such abuses, to empower the
board of commissioners to investigateand correct without waiting for some
one person to step to the front and, on
behalf of all, ask relief?

Duty of Commissioners.
"It is the duty of the railroad com-

missioners to study the transportation
question. They are supposed to know
when rates and classifications are un-
reasonable. They can know when the
agricultural, commercial and other in-
terests of the state are not given fair
treatment by railroad corporations."Does the senator's so
solicitous for the small shipper, think
that the interests of our people are
given proper recognition in a law which
ties the hands of the commissioners
under such circumstances until loosen-
ed by the act of some one man who
has public spirit enough to demand re-
lief? Is it not more in keeDine with
pretentions of interest in Ihe men who
pay the freight, to advocate a law
which, in the name of the state, calls
upon the commissioners for action
when such conditions exist? Sections 4
and 9 of the house bill do this. The
railroads say, and Senator Smith in
unison repeats the words, let abuses
continue, let discriminations exist, let
rebates and favors be given, let the in-
terests of the state languish and die,
but keep- - hands off the railroads until
some brave, altruistic citizen takes his
pen iD hand and- - inquires of a supine
board of railroad commissioners if the
time has not come for remedial action.

Tile Small Shipper.
"But the small shipper: When was

he discovered by these
protectors? What is meant by a small
shipper, anyhow? If a farmer in cen-

tral Kansas buys a car of lumber in
Milwaukee and is charged twice as
much for hauling it west of the Mis-
souri river, a distance of 00 miles, as
for twice the distance east of the river,
is he the sma I shipper we are told
attout? But he pays only the, regular
rate; All his neighbors, and ail the
farmers in Kansas, pay at the .same
rate for the privilege of living in Kan-
sas instead of Missouri or Iowa. Of
course the solicitous friend of this small
shipper is eager to aford him an ade-

quate remedy for relief, hence advises
him to look up a copy of the session
laws of 1905 and see how ready at hand
the desired relief is. A mere letter, a
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committee on appropriations, states
tnat tne report or Secretary Metcair or
the department of commerce and labor
for ajt appropriation would be complied
with. This sum is the unexpended bal-
ance of appropriations heretofore set
apart for other Investigations by the
department. It represents only a small
part of the fund available for the
Standard Oil inquiry, but the request to
divert it to the Standard Oil inquliywas submitted in order to make it cer-
tain there would be no scarcity of gov-
ernment funds. It is probable that
Commissioner Garfield himself will
go to Kansas. He has declined to
discuss the methods the government
proposes to follow, but it is known that
several of the agents now in the west
who have been engaged in the beef
trust investigation will at once enter the
Kansas oil field.

The first article in the complaint filed
with the commissioner of corporations
charges that "the Standard Oil com-

pany has endeavored to secure a mo-

nopoly of the oil business of Kansas
from the beginning of its development
and has prevented other companies
from entering this field to compete for
the Kansas oil trade; that there exists
a conspiracy between the Standard Oil
company and the Atchison, Topeka &
Santa Fe Railroad company to prevent
other parties from handling oil or pur-
chasing oil in Kansas."

In support of their allegations the
rats charged I. TJ. Knapp of Chanute
when he began the production of oil in
Chanute is cited. The rate from .Cha-
nute to Kansas City was at that time
J4S per car, or ten cents per 100 pounds.
This rate, it is claimed, was outrage-
ously excessive, as the rate on a car of
stock was $25.50 and on a car of straw-
berries, a very perishable product, $30.
In June, 1904, notice was given that the
rate on crude oil would be raised in
August to 17 cents per 100 pounds, an
advance of 70 per cent. It is added that
the Standard's pipe line was comple-
ted in August. It is alleged "The rates
on carload mentioned were increased by
the Santa Fe in counting the weight of
a gallon of oil seven and four-tent-

pounds thereby raising the $4S rate to
$55.50 and the $81.50 to $94.35."

Charges Blacklisting.
The second article charges that the

Standard Oil company had blacklisted
Kansas oil for the purpose of coercing
the legislature.

The third article alleges conspiracyon the-- part of the railroad company
with the Standard company and allegesthat the proof will be placed at the
disposal, of the department by the ex-
ecutive committee of the Kansas Oil
Producers' association.
Santa Fe Owns Kansas City Journal.

The following paragraph from the
complaint is cited as corroborative proof
of the Santa Fe's connection with
Standard Oil:

"The tone of the news columns and
editorial utterances of the Kansas City
Daily Journal, which Is owned by the
Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe railroad;that said newspaper is owned by said
railroad company can be established by
the evidence of William E. Connelley,
Charles S. Gleed. the books and man-
agement of said paper and of said rail-
road company."

The fifth article charges that undue
influence was used with the secretary
of the interior to secure leases in the
Indian Territory and an effort on the
part of the Standard to destroy the in-

dependent refineries at Humboldt. The
sixth and seventh articles are general
allegations.

Campbell in Conference.
Washington, Feb. JO. Representative

Campbell of Kansas, whose resolution
in the house prompted the investigation
of the Standard Oil company, had a
long and important conference with
Commissioner Garfield at the bureau of
corporations Saturday night, and laid
before him in detail serious charges
against the Standard Oil company.

Mr. Campbell's conference with Com-
missioner Garfield was held for the pur-
pose of facilitating the Investigation in
Kansas, which will begin at once and
be finished and reported to the presidentbefore the general inquiry has ended.

The representations made Saturdaywill be made the basis of the Investiga-tion and they are considered importanthere by the Kansas representative and
the men who are with him in his state
are leaving no stone unturned to force
a criminal prosecution of the trust.

Mr. Campbell gave out a statement,
and said that in substance it contained
the information furnished by him to
the commissioner of corporations. In
part, the statement reads:

"The Standard Oil company is the
only purchaser of crude oil in Kansas.
There is a small independent refinery at
Humboldt, but the daily consumptionof this plant is so small, about 140 bar-
rels, that it cannot be considered. Since
it was put in operation it has been ham-
pered by the Standard Oil company to
such an extent that it has not had an
opportunity to do much good for itself
or the people.

"The Humboldt refinery had a goodmarket for fuel oil until last fall, when
the rate on this commodity was in-
creased by the railroads from 10 cents
per 100 pounds from Humboldt to Kan-
sas City to 17 cents.

Ruined the Independents.
"This increase in the rate cut the re-

finery out of the business, and the sup-
position is that the rate was raised on
account of pressure brought to bear bythe Standard Oil company.

"The - refinery at Humboldt had a
good market for fuel oil, or, more prop-
erly speaking. ga3 oil, which it was
shipping to St. Joseph, until the ad-
vance in the freight rates referred to
was made. Then It had to discontinue
for the same reason as governed the
Moran Crude Oil company.

"At Chanute there were several op-
erators who had a market for crude oil
irrespective of the Standard Oil com-
pany, but all were forced to quit, and
sell to the Standard or not at all.

"It is now the only purchaser, for thereason that the freight rates are so
regulated that the producers cannot
ship their oil as fuel, and receive a priceas good as that paid by the Standard
Oil company."

Tliis Is the Test.
In grappling with Standard Oil thenew machinery under the commission-er of corporations will be put to a trial.

(Continued on Page Eight.)


